
tŀƎŜ м 

 

¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ   
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ wŀǇǘƻǊ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό²±ww/ύ ƻƴ aŀȅ млΣ мфуо ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ hŶŎƛŀƭ DǊŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ         
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ млǘƘΦ  Lǘǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǝƳŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ      
ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘƛŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ    
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀƎƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ  
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ   

L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ōǳǘ .Ǌƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
²ŜƴŘȅ .ŀƛƭŜȅΣ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ŀƭǎƻΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǳǎ    
ǊŜƳƻǘŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ 
tƻǿŘŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΦ  CǊƻƳ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƎŜǊ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  !ǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƎƻƴŜ ōȅ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ  LŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƘǳǊŘƭŜΦ  hǳǊ ŦǳƴŘǎ 
ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀŶƭƛŀǝƻƴǎΦ  
/ƻƭΦ WŀŎƪ άIŀǊŘǊƻŎƪέ .ǳƴƴŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нур ŀŎǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴΦ  L ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ .ǳƴƴŜǊ wƛŘƎŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ну ȅŜŀǊǎΣ aǊǎΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ½ƛƳƳŜǊƳŀƴƴΣ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀ ǊŜƴǘ ŦǊŜŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ  
{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ              
aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǧǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǊƭȅΦ   

    όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ оύ  
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Our Mission  

To rehabilitate and release       

injured, sick, and orphaned 

birds of prey while inspiring                

environmental awareness 

through education for the    

benefit of all living things. 
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The Newsletter 

is going  digital. Starting now, we 

will post it  on our  website at 

www.wvrrc.org.  It will be published 

quarterly.  We can e-mail them to 

you if you want but they are about 

12mb.  If you want it e-mailed, 

send your address to 

Sheila@wvrrc.org.  If you want us 

to continue mailing it, please 

 contact us.  (see page 8)             
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±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƅƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƎŜǎΦ  
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The Northern Saw-Whet Owl is one of the smallest owls in North 

America.  It is so small that they actually have a shorter body than 

the Eastern Screech Owl.  Little information was known about the 

migration of these owls  until 

recently.  They were first  

thought to be a bird that was 

a resident of the Northern       

territories of North America, 

but that is no longer believed.  

We now know that Northern 

saw-whet owls migrate, and 

they have been found as far 

south as Virginia.  We are 

still uncertain as to their 

southern limits of migration.  Time and the creation  of more mist 

netting sites will ultimately provide the vital information needed to 

answer these questions.  

I was fortunate enough to help in establishing a banding station at the West Virginia University research    

forest near Coopers Rock State Forest.  Birds are banded on the left leg for identification purposes to assist 

researchers in gathering information about them such as sex, age, and weight, and migratory routes.  Joey 

Heron, a master bander, operates  another banding station in Valley Falls State Park;  a 45-minute drive 

south of the WVU research forest.  Birds caught at any banding station are checked for the presence of a 

band.  If  a band is in place, the band number is keyed into 

a database which reveals the location of the birdôs original 

banding site.   

When attempting to catch these owls, there are both good 

and bad nights.  Good nights are when the wind is gentle 

and blowing in the correct direction (depending on your 

net setup) and when there is little moonlight.  As you can 

imagine, these owls are so small that they would make a 

nice snack for bigger owls like the Barred Owl, therefore , 

the little owls prefer to move on darker nights.  Also, these 

birds are so small and light that a strong wind or a bad di-

rectional wind will drive them away from the nets or force 

them to remain stationary. Either way, it is always nice to 

be out in the woods doing field research but it is a real 

treat when you actually catch one of these tiny creatures 

and get to see it up close.   

Volunteer Research:  Banding Northern Saw-Whet Owls 

   by:  Nick Goodman 

{ŀǿ-²ƘŜǘ hǿƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ 

ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ Σ ǎƻ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ 

ǿŜƛƎƘǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ   

aƛǎǘ bŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƭǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ      

ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ   

/ƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŀ {ŀǿ-²ƘŜǘ hǿƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƊŜǊ 

ōŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎΦ  
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όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ мύ 

¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ      
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŘŀǘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŜŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŘǊȅǿŀƭƭ ƳǳŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬƴƎŜǊ ƴŀƛƭǎ ƻǊ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǇŀƴƛŎƪŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ 
ǇŀǊŎŜƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƻũ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ DǊŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ 
Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘΦ   

¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜΦ  aȅ ŀǩǘǳŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ 
ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΧΦŀƊŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ƻƴŜǎΦ  

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŘƻǿƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ   ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ мΥллǇƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƪȅ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǳƴƴȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ōǊŜŜȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƘƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ рр ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ   ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄΦ  IǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ 
ƻŦ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ  ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƛƴƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻũ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ōƛǊŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǝǘƭŜ ƻŦ   άwŀǇǘƻǊ ²ǊŀƴƎƭŜǊǎέΣ  ŀ ǝǘƭŜ ƘŜƭŘ         
ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ wŀǇǘƻǊ    wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƭ  нур ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ  ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ  ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ  ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ  ǊŀǇǘƻǊ           
ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ    

{ƪȅƭŀǊ ƎǊŜŜǘǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŝƴπ

ǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ wƻƻƳΦ  

¢ƘŜ άwƛōōƻƴ /ǳǩƴƎέΦ   

{ƘŜƛƭŀΣ WŜǎǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜΣ bƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ōƛǊŘǎ 

ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ŎǳǩƴƎΦ   

[ƛȊ ŀƴŘ ά¸ŀƳǇŀέΣ ƻǳǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ   

YŜǎǘǊŜƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ōƛǊŘΦ 

hǳǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ  όƻƴŜ ƭŜǾŜƭύ ¸ŀƳǇŀΣ YŜǎǘǊŜƭτtƘƻǘƻΥ DǊŜƎ {ŀǾŀ YŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŀŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ±ǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ  5ƻǳƎ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀΗ   
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Any of the volunteers at WVRRC will tell you that often our most challenging 

cases are those with head trauma.  Birds that come to us can take weeks or 

even months to recover and it is often a long and difficult road to recovery.  

When I received a call on July 30th about a small hawk that had flown into a 

window, I was prepared for a typical head trauma bird.  I picked him up 

around 6pm and the poor thing was obviously dazed and confused from his run 

in.  A short car ride and a physical exam followed and then he was given a 

cage in our ICU.  Weight and feathers told us that he was a male juvenile 

cooperôs hawk, most likely a victim of having a taste for bird feeder birds.  

Cooperôs Hawks are notorious for   lurking near bird feeders in hopes of an 

easy meal.  We often find that this species is high strung and very jumpy, but 

this bird was very calm and quite.  This did not help with my concerns over 

severe head trauma.   

As it turned out, I had no need to worry.  After a few days of rest,     

relaxation, and food this bird did a complete 180.  Suddenly, we had a 

typical cooperôs hawk!  Feisty, energetic, and lightening quick!  Cage 

cleaning became an Olympic event, no opening of the door was too  

narrow for him to escape thru and he was excellent at avoiding capture!  

The decision was made for him to be released and I would be the one to 

do it.  I work at Tygart Lake and know that there is a terrible starling 

and pigeon problem there along with great  habitat for a cooperôs hawk.  

It was a great fit.  We released him on August 8th, when we opened the 

box he took off like a flash.  Most of the photos we took only have him 

as a little blur.  He immediately perched in a pine tree along a tree line 

to take in his new surroundings.  After he took it all in he moved deeper 

into the forest where we could no longer see him.  I am happy to report 

that he has stuck around and is 

quite happy; this has been 

made quite obvious by the 

piles of feathers I find on a 

regular basis which are        

evidence of his frequent meals.   

It is so satisfying to be able  to 

see a birdôs recovery from start 

to finish; its often rare for us 

because the road to  recovery 

is usually long and winding.   

It is even better when you 

know that a rehabilitated bird 

is doing well even after it has 

been released.   

Road to Recovery  
 By:  Christine Renzoni  
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